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Our Story
Founded in 2008 and incorporated as a charity in 2016, Springboard to Music is a community music program for children
and youth, aged 5-17, living in and around the Kingston-Galloway and Scarborough Village Areas of East Toronto.
Classes are taught by qualified, professional musicians who each have 10+ years of performance experience.
STM currently offers private lessons in piano and guitar, as well as group classes for voice, keyboard, hand drumming
and Orff-based Music & Movement, on two evenings during the week.
With over 90 students currently enrolled, Springboard to Music provides an affordable, enriched and engaging
experience in music education within a welcoming environment.

Our Mission
Springboard to Music believes that there is a genuine need for music in the lives of children.
An enriched learning experience means students develop healthy interests outside the home.
Engaging music learning taught locally by respected musicians from our community can pique an interest that will
last a lifetime.
The program is affordable and offers a great way to spark a child’s interest in music.

Our Classes
Springboard to Music offers classes in piano, keyboard, percussion (acoustic drum kit, djembe hand-drumming,
xylophone), jazz ensemble and vocal.
Over time, we hope to integrate additional instruments for the benefit of our students who are interested in expanding
their musical knowledge and ability.

Our Year In Review
During the 2018—2019 year, Springboard to Music began to enhance their profile within the local community.
Invited by the City of Toronto to lead and participate in a multitude of events, STM’s name and reputation was
heightened by these strong and credible collaborations.

Family Day Drumming Circle @ Malvern CRC
Celebrating togetherness by bringing families together through music was
Springboard to Music’s objective for this wonderful evening event
sponsored by the City of Toronto.
Attended by many families, Federal Member of Parliament,
Gary Anandasangaree (Scarborough-Rouge Park), also made an
appearance and joined in on the drumming!

Ravine Days @ Cedar Ridge Creative Centre
Celebrating the ravines across Toronto, Springboard to Music was invited
to facilitate and lead an outdoor drumming circle for visitors to Cedar
Ridge’s ravine, gardens and historic building during this annual celebration.
A unique project idea that received positive feedback and saw an increase
in STM’s enrollment.

Canada Day, 2019
One of the largest Canada Day Celebrations in the city,
Scarborough’s annual event, attended by thousands, invited Springboard
to Music students to perform a half-hour set on the main stage.
STM also set up a booth at the event and engaged visitors of all ages with
impromptu jam sessions and quick lessons in percussion.

Scarborough Volunteer Recognition Night
Celebrating the many citizens who have volunteered their time with
Parks & Rec Scarborough, Springboard to Music was invited to provide
entertainment during the event.
Engaging everyone, from City Councillors to octogenarian seniors, Artistic
Director, Derek Gray and one of STM’s top students, put on a lively show
for the 150+ guests.

Springboard to Music’s Students & Families
Student-centric events are important to Springboard to Music, and a series of free concerts, targeted towards students,
their families & local community, were put on during the 2018/19 term:

Jazz Ahead Workshop, March 6, 2019— Led by Toronto-based saxophonist Jane Fair, known as the first Canadian
woman instrumentalist in jazz, and joined by jazz-savvy STM teachers.
Student Concert, April, 2019—Performances by a large selection of STM students presented for family, friends and
community members at Scarborough Bluffs United Church.
Vocal Workshop for Kids & Parents, May 7, 2019—Led by Iris Rodrigues, a solo recitalist and orchestra singer.

Springboard to Music’s Board of Directors
STM’s team is a group of dedicated individuals who bring a diverse range of experience and skills to the organization.
The Board of Directors volunteer their time throughout the year at bi-monthly Board meetings, events and classes.
Phyllis Coulter, President and Finance
Leanne Leach, Vice-President and Outreach & Marketing
Bruce Galbraith, Secretary
Bob McKitrick, Compliance
David Ellis, Fundraising
STM’s Board is supported by volunteer Members:
Jean Patton, Treasurer
Joseph Jiang, Finance
Springboard to Music gratefully acknowledges Rosemary Galloway, the Founder, Artistic Director and ex officio Board
Member, who left STM in 2019 after 10 years of hard work and dedication in bringing quality music education to children.

Springboard to Music’s Staff
In the Summer of 2019, Springboard to Music said goodbye to STM’s long-time Administrator, Anne Lieberwirth, and
welcomed Lawrence Tan to the position.
Lawrence, a musician and a graduate of the Arts Management program at Centennial College, acts as a liaison between
the Board, the teachers, the parents and the students, and manages the day-to-day responsibilities of the organization.
In the Spring of 2019, Derek Gray, a long-time STM teacher (percussion, hand drumming, guitar, Music & Movement),
was appointed to the position of Artistic Director for the 2019/2020 term.
STM’s teachers are all professional musicians who also have teaching experience.
Patient, considerate and attentive, Springboard to Music’s instructors emphasize a child-led experience of music, where
students, teachers and parents work together to guide the direction of study. This is what makes STM different from
traditional music lessons and what keeps students coming back, term after term.

Springboard to Music’s Student Enrollment
Over the 2018/2019 year, STM’s enrollment numbers totaled 236.
Divided over three terms, 88 students were enrolled in Fall 2018, 74 in Winter 2019 and 74 in Spring 2019.

Springboard to Music’s Donors
Springboard to Music relies heavily on donations from the community to continue funding affordable music programs.
STM thankfully acknowledges contributions from individuals and corporations in keeping the charity up and running:
Wood Family Foundation, Ken Page Memorial Trust, iA Financial Group, Bel Canto Singers, TD Bank,
The Goal Getters Associates Inc., Rotary Club of Scarborough, SPEBSQSA, Elizabeth Marshall, Wendy Bargh,
Helen Prior, Andrew Prior, Jane Fair Falco and the many others who donated anonymously, Springboard to Music
thanks you for your support.

Future Plans
The new decade brings new hope and ideas!
As Springboard to Music strengthens its image and reputation within the community and beyond, plans to expand are
underway. Ideas include new classes, like ukulele and violin, new programs, like PA Day, March Break and Summer
camps and classes, and new events, both, hosted by STM, and community-organized, with participation from STM.
We were so fortunate to find Springboard to Music!
After a difficult bout of serious health issues, I didn’t think I’d be able to afford
music lessons for my child. Thankfully, the affordability and welcoming,
inclusive nature of Springboard allowed my child to participate in quality piano
and vocal lessons; skills that will last a lifetime, thanks to Springboard!
- L.M., Parent of a Springboard student.

